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Carmel River Rerouted!

river lovers, adventurers,
environmentalists, outdoors

How Can We Prevent the
Spread of Nearby Wildfires?

(continued from page 1)
by storm. Some are calling it an

restore wild rivers back to this
great nation.

Photo of San Clemente Dam

On this growing list is our
very own Removal Project. The
completion of the San Clemente dam
removal will mark the largest dam
removal in the history of California.
It is our greatest hope that the Carmel
River Reroute and San Clemente
Dam Removal projects will bring
back the natural flow of the Carmel
River, along with restored habitats
and a healthy ecosystem and
watershed. Much like the Elwha, we
foresee a successful restoration
process that will greatly contribute to
the recovery of the threatened
South-Central California Coast
Steelhead and the threatened
California Red-Legged Frogs.
It is a rare and beautiful
opportunity to be at the forefront of
such an amazing time for
environmental change. With the
continued support of our nation’s

Above: example of a recent fuel break cut

The 2016 Soberanes Fire consumed
over 130,000 acres and burned 38%
of the Carmel River Watershed. The
fire also destroyed 57 residences and
threatened many of our local
communities. This led the
Conservancy and many partner
organizations to form a coalition to
encourage the development of an
integrated wildfire prevention plan
that would be in place before the next
nearby wildfire strikes. Such a plan
would include maintenance of
existing fuel breaks, clearing the
areas on either side of firebreak
roads, planting of native low-lying
and fire-resistant vegetation in fuel
breaks that were scraped clear of
vegetation (see photo above),
identification of community liaison
officers who would know the best
places to defend against nearby
wildfires, and effective coordination
among the key fire departments and
agencies.

Conservancy Receives
Foundation Grants
The Carmel River Watershed
Conservancy is the appreciative
recipient of grants from the Monterey
Peninsula Foundation and Pebble
Beach Foundation to support our
student watershed education
programs focused on students from
economically disadvantaged

communities who aspire to attend
college and possibly pursue careers in
science.

